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What is the ANC?
The Catalan National Assembly (ANC) is a grassroots organisation that brings together around 80,000
people from all parts of the Catalan society, including different ideologies, religions and nationalities. We
work on a voluntary basis for a common cause: to win Catalan independence in a completely peaceful and
democratic way.
The ANC aims at decisively contributing to the
foundation of a Catalan Republic based on the
principles and values of democracy, freedom and
social justice.
The ANC is organised as a large network with a
bottom-up approach. This structure allows every
member to find his or her own place in the
organisation and actively participate in it.
The ANC is the most influential civil society
organisation in Catalonia in this field. The ANC is
economically and politically independent. It is
entirely financed by membership subscriptions
and private donations and is not associated with
any political party. No incumbent politicians are
allowed to take up positions within the ANC.
Since its inception in 2012 the ANC has
consistently
organised
1-million-strong
demonstrations for independence every year, plus
a number of smaller rallies to support democracy
and elected officials on trial for their political
ideas. It has also played a significant role as a
political facilitator: by combining pressure on and
support for political parties and the Catalan
government, civil society has achieved a majority
for a referendum in Parliament.

Quick facts:
Foundation of the Catalan National Assembly:
March 10th, 2012 at Palau Sant Jordi, Barcelona
Members: around 83,000 (39,000 full members
and over 44,000 associate members)

Structure of the ANC:


596 local assemblies, which means that
over 60% of Catalan municipalities have an
ANC local branch.



40 foreign assemblies around the world,
that bring together more than 10,000
Catalans as citizens or in spirit. Their goal is
to explain the Catalan independence
process to the world. The first foreign
assemblies were established in 2013 after
the spontaneous organisation of 126 rallies
(see picture) all over the world to echo the
400-kms human chain that linked Catalonia
from its northern border with France to its
southern border with Valencia.

The ANC governing body:






64 social and professional interest-based
assemblies (e.g. lawyers, translators,
teachers, civil servants, LGBT and women’s
rights). These assemblies work as thinktanks and unions within their professional
sectors and constitute an important
support for the ANC’s activities and ideas.



The General Assembly takes place once a
year. All full members of the ANC hold
voting rights;
The National Secretariat consists of 77
elected members, which are organized into
a number of committees. Members of the
National Secretariat are not allowed to
combine their official role with any political
party post. The National Secretariat meets
once a month;
The chairs of the committees form a
Permanent Committee that meets weekly
and implements the National Secretariat`s
guidelines.

What for?
Ever since the restoration of democracy in Spain
and the devolution of limited self-rule to
Catalonia, the main Catalan political parties have
always been supportive of efforts to consolidate
democracy and to socially and economically
modernize the Spanish State. Their involvement in
Spain’s governance was evident with their support
for different minority governments in Madrid,
especially when faced with big challenges like the
accession to the EU or the adoption of the Euro.
In 2005, given a number of deficiencies in the
relationship between Catalonia and central
government -when Spain’s democracy was seen as
fully consolidated and the country was featured as
one of the EU’s best examples of social and
economic success- 89% of the MPs of the Catalan
Parliament supported a reformed Statute of
Autonomy so as to consolidate Catalonia’s selfrule and finally find a comfortable fit for Catalonia
within the Spanish State.
The lack of a proper answer from the main Spanish
political parties to this proposal is probably the
main reason why nowadays many Catalans are
asking for a new deal.
In 2009 the first symbolic vote on independence
was held in the small town of Arenys de Munt.
Hundreds of other Catalan municipalities followed
suit, and Barcelona finally closed the round in 2011
with a poll that gathered 200.000 voters. These
polls were organised by local civic associations,
often with support from members of parties. That
massive undertaking laid the grounds for the
foundation of the ANC in 2012.

Rallies like you’ve never seen: the Diada
The Diada on September 11th is Catalonia’s National day. The ANC has organised innovative, peaceful
monster-sized demonstrations since its inception in 2012.
2012, Barcelona: “Catalonia, a new State in Europe”
The first large-scale action organised by the ANC was
the ‘March towards Independence’, which began on
June 30, 2012, and consisted of hundreds of rallying
events spread over several months and the
mobilisation of thousands of people every week
throughout the country.
It reached its peak on September 11th 2012 when a
massive 1,500,000-people rally filled downtown
Barcelona. Right after the demonstration, Catalan
president Artur Mas held a press conference and called a snap election in order to obtain a popular mandate
to build a “state” for Catalonia.
Watch the video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_xFDj27y_xE
Browse the pictures:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/assemblea/albums/72157631523400718

2013, across the country: “Via Catalana”
Inspired by the 1989 Baltic Way, the ANC organised a
seemingly impossible challenge: To link the whole
country from North to South of people holding their
hands together for over 400 kms (250 miles).
Traversing highways, town streets, rivers and fields,
Catalans impressed the world in what was
undoubtedly the largest political demonstration in
modern Europe’s history.
In order to overcome the massive organizational
challenges of such an undertaking, the ANC had to attract some of the most talented individuals in Catalonia.
Moreover, its foreign assemblies organised their own human chains all over the world to show their support.
Watch the video:
“Catalan Way to independence” (Via catalana)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7fCqZAnl_jY
Catalan Way. The Via Catalana around the world
https://youtu.be/Kj_IL0hhFQ0
Look at the pictures:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/assemblea/sets/72157635680339173
https://www.flickr.com/photos/assemblea/sets/72157635494597692

2014, Barcelona: “The V-shape demonstration”
Held two months before the non-binding poll organised by the
Catalan government on November 9th, the ANC brought
together over a million people in a demonstration that
stretched right along Barcelona’s two biggest avenues,
forming a “V”. The V stands for the Catalan Will –voluntat- to
find a Way –via- to Vote –votar- on independence. To make
things more difficult, all participants wore yellow or red t-shirts
and stood perfectly aligned in order to form a 11 kilometrelong Catalan flag. Several V-shape demonstrations were
organised in most world capitals.
Watch the video:
“Bird’s-eye view” of the V-shape demonstration:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNtgcvojWPQ
The V-shape around the world (with English subtitles)
https://youtu.be/eRdojWem2g0
Look at the pictures:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/assemblea/albums/72157647081595939

2015, Barcelona: “The freeway to the Catalan Republic”
The freeway to the Catalan Republic gathered over a million
people forming a giant human mosaic over 5.5 km long, right in
the middle of the political campaign of the 2015 Catalan
election.
Yet again, a massive, quiet and peaceful demonstration
stretched from the northern edge of the city of Barcelona to
the gates of the Catalan Parliament along the Meridiana
avenue.
Pro independence coalitions and parties won a landslide
majority in the elections held on September 27th and agreed on
a roadmap to a binding independence referendum, due in
September 2017.
Watch the video:
Via Lliure a la República Catalana (The freeway to the Catalan Republic)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xO5ulXs1do
Freeway to the world
https://youtu.be/kzPIgdWPWe0
Look at the pictures:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/assemblea/albums/72157658059384919

2016, the last step towards the referendum
The 2016 mobilization consisted of five
simultaneous events in the cities of Barcelona,
Lleida, Berga, Salt and Tarragona. Each city
highlighted a theme the new Republic will
have to address. Over a million Catalans joined
forces in order to complete a successful liveTV interaction event calculated down to the
second, as participants in every city needed to
be able to see what was going on in the other
four.
Right after the demonstration, President Carles Puigdemont vowed to hold the expected self-determination
referendum in September 2017.
Watch the video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4cGpmMmzdxw
Look at the pictures:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/assemblea/albums/72157672522662230 - Barcelona
https://www.flickr.com/photos/assemblea/sets/72157670470650194 - Berga
https://www.flickr.com/photos/assemblea/sets/72157672662520851 - Salt
https://www.flickr.com/photos/assemblea/sets/72157672628953162 - Lleida
https://www.flickr.com/photos/assemblea/sets/72157672628320702 - Tarragona

The road ahead: Defending Catalan institutions
and elected officials
The Delegation of the Spanish Government in
Catalonia and the State Attorney General, among
others, have recently opened some 407 court
cases against elected officials and Catalan
institutions. They are charged with breaching the
Kingdom of Spain’s Law of symbols and flags, of
abuse of authority and disobedience, inciting
rebellion and sedition, misuse of public funds and
usurpation of functions.
The ANC, along with civil society organisations Omnium Cultural and the Association of Municipalities for
Independence (AMI) organised a 100.000-strong gathering at Montjuïc in Barcelona to support elected
officials who are being prosecuted because of their political actions. In February 2017, former president
Artur Mas was due to go on trial for organising the 2014 non-binding poll in defiance of the Spanish
government.
Watch the video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzo0xSVwCkY
Look at the pictures:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/assemblea/sets/72157676428519006

The ANC in the international media
AFP – 15/01/2017
Catalan separatists launch new independence campaign
Eight months before a controversial -- and still theoretical -- planned
independence referendum, Catalan separatists launched a new seduction
campaign Sunday to woo voters.
But nonetheless, the battle is on for minds rather than hearts, with the
region's main independence association, the Catalan National Assembly
(ANC), going after those hardest to convince.
BBC – 10/11/2014
Catalonia vote: No smiles for Spain
Catalans wanting independence are elated by the outcome of Sunday's
non-binding, unofficial vote in the region - but Spain's ruling Popular Party
(PP) is sticking to its constitutional guns for now.

AFP – 06/11/2014
Army of volunteers canvasses for Catalan independence
Going door to door in the neighbourhood around the city's Sagrada
Familia Cathedral, they are just two in an army of volunteers mobilised
for the ballots in the Catalonia region on Sunday in defiance of legal
challenges by Madrid.
Gutierrez has always been in favour of independence. Now he is
channelling that yearning as a member of the Catalonia National
Assembly (ANC), the northeastern region's most powerful separatist
lobby.
The Irish Times (Ireland) – 12/09/2013
Thousands of Catalans form ‘human chain’ as part of push for
independence
Echoing chain organised by Baltic states seeking to break from Soviet
Union in 1989, Catalan one stretches 400km
The National – 06/03/2017
Madrid is 'playing precog' with the charges against Catalan
Parliamentarians
A senior member of the Catalan National Assembly (ANC) has said
something is far wrong with democracy in Spain. And Montse Daban,
chair of the ANC’s international committee, says it is getting worse.
Politico – 22/05/2017
Why Catalonia will take the future into its own hands
As members of civil society, the Catalan National Assembly (ANC) defends
Catalonia’s right to vote on independence. Given the political stalemate,
we support the Catalan government and parliament in their commitment
to hold a referendum whatever the circumstances.

